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30-3      Catholic Schools Week 

2  Flight Trampoline Night 

4 High School Winter Dance 7-10 pm 

7 Shakespeare & Company  

20-24 NO SCHOOL February Break 

 

 

 
Dear ND-BG families and friends, 
 
I am happy to announce that the winner of our first ever mid-year tuition raffle is the Ramdass family! Thank you to all who 
entered. We will start our year end tuition raffle in the spring. The winner of that raffle will receive free tuiton for the 17-18 
school year. Please remember that all families have a $300 fundraising fee that needs to be collected by the end of the 
school year. When you purchase the raffle tickets it deducts from the amount owed, dollar for dollar.  
 
As this year quickly ticks away we are already looking forward to next year and planning for the 17-18 school year. You will 
receive re-registration packets in the mail in February. It is critical that you fill this out and return them as soon as possible. It 
is also important that if you plan on applying for financial aid that you do so by April 15th. You will not be considered for aid 
unless you apply for it. Even if you have aid this year you will not be eligible for it next year unless you go online and apply.  
 
I want to once again thank everyone who contributed to the field house fund. We are excited to be moving forward with the 
replacement of the field house. We have received quotes and have plans for the reconstruction. However we are still over 
$100,000 away from the amount we need to complete the project and this does not include replacing the equipment in the 
building. We are still taking donations for this at the school. Thank you again for your continued support and generosity.  
 
There is still time to enroll! If you know of any families that are looking for an enriching educational experience for their chil-
dren, please let them know about our school. They can contact the main office or Mrs. Agostara and set up a time to visit or 
shadow. It is not too late to get in for the remainder of the school year! 
 
I hope everyone is hanging in there with the cold and gloomy weather. I know the winter can be difficult on us all but spring 
is around the corner and hopefully some warmer weather! 
Sincerely, 

 
 
 
 

Peter Fusco 



On Saturday, February 4th, from 7-10 pm 

there  will be a Winter Dance for high 

school students. The cost is $5.00 per 

student or $8.00 per couple. 

 

Pet Food Donations 
  

Student  

Transportation Forms 

As a parochial school we 

have students that come 

from different districts to 

attend ND-BG.  Certain 

school districts will provide 

transportation for our stu-

dents but you must fill out 

your home district’s 

transportation request 

form. As we receive the 

forms copies will be availa-

ble in the main office. Any 

questions please call the 

school at 393-3131 x100 

 

REMINDER 

 

 

 

Please remember 

to call the main of-

fice when your 

child is going to be 

late or absent from 

school. We need to 

keep records of all 

absences and tar-

dies. Thank you! 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
STARTING MONDAY JANUARY 30TH 
UNTIL FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 10TH THE 

MIDDLE SCHOOL WILL BE COLLECTING 
PET FOOD FOR THE DAMIEN CENTER. 
THEY ARE ACCEPTING CAT AND DOG 

FOOD BOTH WET FOOD AND DRY 
FOOD. ALL DONATIONS SHOULD BE 

LEFT IN THE HALL ACROSS FROM THE 
MAIN OFFICE. 

Winter High School Dance 

  



 

Corresponding with Catholic Schools Week there will be a Diocesan Art 
Show from January 29th through February 5th in the South Lobby of the 
Empire State Plaza near the museum. Artwork from Middle and High 
School classes will be represented and I encourage all who are interested 
to stop by and see the wonderful work created the first half of the year. 
We have very talented students and I am extremely  proud to show off 
heir  creations as representations of Notre Dame-Bishop Gibbons.  

 
 

 

 

 

 

  

Diocesan Art Show 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
NOTRE DAME-BISHOP GIBBONS SCHOOL 

www.nd-bg.org 

Financial Aid 2017-2018 

*** PLEASE NOTE YOU MUST SIGN UP FOR FACTS IN ORDER TO  

RECEIVE SCHOLARSHIPS AND/OR FINANCIAL AID*** 

Students registered at ND-BG for the 2017-2018 school year are eligible for the following financial aid packages: 
New students must be registered before applying for financial aid. 

Ken and Thelma Lally Partnership in Education Fund 

Beacon of Hope Scholarships 

ND-BG Financial Aid 

Please remember that the deadline to apply for all of these aid packages is Friday April 15th, 
2017 

Kenneth and Thelma Lally Partnership in Education 

The Ken and Thelma Lally Partnership in Education Fund is a need based program open to all students who will 
be in grades 1-12 in the 2017-18 school year and who are currently enrolled in a Catholic School in the Diocese of 

Albany. Awards are given in the amount of $250, $500 or $750. To be considered, an application must be filed with 
FACTS Tuition Management Company. Paper applications are available from ND-BG. Required documentation 

includes your 2016 tax return. You can also apply online at http://online.factsmgt.com/signin/3GKM6.  

  

To be considered for the first round of awards computed in May, your application must be received and processed 
by Saturday April 15th, 2017. Paper applications take about three weeks to process so they should be received by 
the company NO LATER THAN March 25, 2017. Online applications are processed immediately and may be filed 

through Saturday April 15th, 2017. Paper applications that complete the three week processing after March 25, 2017 
and online applications received after Saturday April 15th, 2017 will be considered in the second round of awards 

in October 2017. 

Awards for the Lally Partnership in Education Fund are determined by the Diocesan School Office. 

Beacon of Hope Scholarship 

The Beacon of Hope Scholarship is a needs based program open to all students who will be in grades 1 - 12 during 
the 2017-18 school year and who are currently enrolled in a Catholic School in the Diocese of Albany. Awards are 

for $1,500.00 per year for three (3) years.  

To be considered, an application must be filed with the FACTS Tuition Management Company. Paper applica-
tions are available from ND-BG. You can also apply online at http://online.factsmgt.com/signin/3GKM6.  

 Also, you must submit a one (1) page Beacon of Hope Application that describes extenuating circumstances. This 
form is available on the school website or by contacting ND-BG. The deadline to apply for a Beacon of Hope 
Scholarship is Saturday April 15th, 2017. Please refer to the Lally Partnership in Education Fund for time re-

strictions involving a paper application.  

Awards for the Beacon of Hope Scholarship are determined by the Beacon of Hope Selection Subcommittee.  

ND-BG Financial Aid  

The ND-BG Financial Aid program is a needs based program open to students enrolled in ND-BG in grades 6 - 12. 
Awards range from $500 -$1,500.00. 

Awards for ND-BG Financial Aid are determined by the ND-BG Financial Aid Committee.  

To be considered, an application must be filed with the FACTS Tuition Management Company. Paper applica-
tions are available from ND-BG. Please refer to the Lally Partnership in Education Fund for time restrictions in-

volving a paper application. You can also apply online at https://www.factstuitionaid.com. The deadline to apply 
for ND-BG Financial Aid is Saturday April 15th, 2017. 

 



WHEN TO KEEP A CHILD HOME WITH ILLNESS DURING COLD AND FLU SEASON 

 

Sometimes it can be difficult for a parent to decide whether to send children to school when they wake up with symptoms 
of an illness or complaints that they do not feel well.  In general, during cold and flu season, unless your child is significantly 
ill, the best place for them is in school where they have all already been exposed to the same germs and where they are less 
likely to expose other more vulnerable people, like the very young or very old.  Remind your children to discard used tissues 
promptly, not to share personal items, to cover their mouths when they cough or sneeze, to keep their hands away from 
their face, and to wash hands thoroughly and often with soap and warm water. However, there are some situations in which 
it is best to plan on keeping your child home for a day to rest or to arrange for an appointment with your health care provid-
er.  

 

The following are a few situations that warrant watching and possibly calling your health care provider: 

 Persistent fever greater than 100.4° orally, including a fever that requires control with medication such as Tylenol 

 Child is too sleepy or ill from an illness, like vomiting and/or diarrhea 

 Cough that makes a child feel uncomfortable or disrupts the class 

 Sore throat that is severe along with fever and feeling ill for more than 48 hours, OR after known exposure to a con-
firmed case of Strep throat infection 

 Red, runny eyes that distract the child from learning 

 Large amount of discolored nasal discharge, especially if accompanied by facial pain or headache 

 Severe ear pain or drainage from the ear 

 Severe headache, especially if accompanied by fever 

Any condition that you think may be serious or contagious to others. 

 

Whenever there is an outbreak of a specific contagious infection, the school sends out a notice to alert you to watch out for 
any symptoms. If your child starts to develop symptoms, it is important that you alert your own health care provider that 
your child had a possible exposure. Be sure to ask your provider when it is safe for your child to return to school, both for 
your child’s health and for the health of the rest of the school.  

 

Finally, if you know your child is still running a fever, it is not a good idea simply to give them Tylenol and send them onto 
school because as soon as the medicine wears off, you are apt to get a call from the school nurse to leave work and come to 
pick up your feverish child. It is better to let them stay home in bed with a fever and take their medications at home until 
they are off all medicines and ready to learn for a full day in a classroom. If you find a pattern of your child asking to stay 
home from school, especially if they are falling behind or appear anxious by the thought of attending school, or if there does 
not appear to be any obvious physical symptoms, it may be a good idea to contact your school nurse and your health care 
provider to discuss your concerns.  Remember, whenever you keep your child home from school, please call the main office 
in advance of the start of the school day and leave a message that your child will be absent. 

 

 



New from Guidance  

College Information Boot Camp for Junior Students–  

The Diocesan school counselors are putting together a college information boot camp for juniors which will take place 
on March 28th at Catholic Central High School.  Local area colleges will present information to all the juniors through-
out the Diocese of Albany at this event.  Sessions will include: 1) writing the college essay 2) finding the right college 
and 3) what to do on campus / college safety.  There will be additional breakout sessions regarding: the college inter-
view, engineering field, medical / nursing field, culinary, criminal justice, military and more. These sessions will con-
clude with a panel discussion with representatives from 2yr/4yr public/private institutions of higher education.  We will 
be sending home permission slips to be signed and returned to their homeroom teacher.  This is a wonderful and in-
formative opportunity for our students and we are thankful to the numerous college representatives who will be shar-
ing their time and knowledge. 

Junior Parent (College Information Session)  

 

There will be a college information session for parents with a presentation by guidance to discuss what to expect senior 
year (Naviance, college application process, common app, letters of recommendation and any additional questions you 
may have).  SAVE THE DATE: March 28th at 6:00 pm - you will also receive a letter in the mail with more detailed infor-
mation.  Please make every effort to attend this meeting as it has proven to be valuable to parents as the college 
search / application submission process continuously changes.  *** Also, April break and the summer leading into sen-
ior year are great times to visit college campuses (at least 3) to get a feel of where you (and your child) might be com-
fortable in the future.  Senior year moves quickly and it is nice to get a foundation before the school year begins.  If 
your son or daughter has a certain career field in mind, try to set up an internship or a day to job shadow, these are 
great ways to find out if it would be the right career field for them. 

  
College Acceptances: (seniors) 

 
Please have your son or daughter bring in their acceptance letters and scholarship letters to guidance.  We will make a 
copy and return the original.  We want to make sure that the students are recognized for their accomplishments.  This 
includes ALL acceptances, not just acceptance letters to the college he or she will be attending. 

2017 Spring College Fair:  (freshman – seniors)  

 

Begin the college selection process!  The College Fair is an opportunity to speak with representatives from over 160 
colleges and universities. There will be public and private, four-year and two year, large and small, liberal arts and vo-
cational colleges represented as well as the military. Also represented will be a number of institutions presenting finan-
cial options.  This program will be held at Hudson Valley Community College on Wednesday May 3rd from 6 – 8pm.  
Admission is free, visit www.cdcany.org or check with guidance for more information. 

 

2017 Spring College Caravan:  (sophomore – seniors) 

The Capital District Counseling Association will be sending college reps around to local schools in what they call the 
“College Caravan”.  The caravan will be stopping by ND-BG on May 16th during the high school lunch period.  This is 
another great opportunity for young students to connect with college admissions personnel and begin the exploration 
process. 

 

http://www.cdcany.org


 

News from Guidance 

SAT: (juniors)  

 

All juniors are advised to take the SAT the end of their junior year and the beginning of their senior year.  Taking the SAT late 
in your junior year will allow you to have more exposure to the difficult level of math questions and critical reading / writing 
before you take the SAT.  The next testing date for the SAT is March 11th.  In order to meet the registration deadlines for that 
testing date, students must go to www.collegeboard.com and register by February 10th.  The SAT is offered here at ND-BG in 
November only, so students can take the test at our school in their senior year.   

 

AP Exams:  (juniors, seniors) 

 

The AP Exams will be taking place Monday, May 1st through Friday, May 12th 2017.  We will be sending home a letter regarding 
payment for the AP exams – please make sure you adhere to the payment deadlines noted in the letter. 

 

 

 

PSAT 9 / 10:   

This year we will be administering the PSAT 9 & 10 to ALL freshman and sophomores.  This date will be March 15th and letters 
will be sent home soon regarding payment.  The PSAT is a practice SAT test.  Your child will also receive a plan specifically to 
build any areas of academic weakness they may have.  

College Financial Aid:  (juniors)  

High school juniors can take advantage of our FAFSA4caster Web site and learn about the financial aid process, gain early 
awareness of aid eligibility, and much more at  www.hesc.ny.gov  
 

 

Summer Programs:  (freshman, sophomore, juniors)  

Please visit the following link for a list of colleges that offer summer opportunities http://www.summeroncampus.com/main/
ActivityList.asp.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.collegeboard.com
http://www.hesc.ny.gov
http://www.summeroncampus.com/main/ActivityList.asp
http://www.summeroncampus.com/main/ActivityList.asp

