
 

Dear Parents/Guardians, 

One Solitary Life  
Here is a man who was born in an obscure village, the child of a peasant woman. He grew up in another village. 

He worked in a carpenter shop until He was thirty. Then for three years He was an itinerant preacher. 

He never owned a home. He never wrote a book. He never held an office. He never had a family. He never went 
to college. He never put His foot inside a big city. He never traveled two hundred miles from the place He was 

born. He never did one of the things that usually accompany greatness. He had no credentials but Himself... 

While still a young man, the tide of popular opinion turned against him. His friends ran away. One of them de-
nied Him. He was turned over to His enemies. He went through the mockery of a trial. He was nailed upon a 
cross between two thieves. While He was dying His executioners gambled for the only piece of property He had 

on earth ï His coat. When He was dead, He was laid in a borrowed grave through the pity of a friend. 

Nineteen long centuries have come and gone, and today He is a centerpiece of the human race and leader of the 

column of progress. 

I am far within the mark when I say that all the armies that ever marched, all the navies that were ever built; all 
the parliaments that ever sat and all the kings that ever reigned, put together, have not affected the life of man 

upon this earth as powerfully as has that one solitary life 

                                                                                         

Dr. James Allen Francis 

 

On behalf of the administrative team, faculty and staff I wish you a very Merry Christmas. 

Sincerely, 

 

    

  Ninette Kondratowicz 

 

 
            

1                    Parent/Teacher Conference 6:00-8:00pm 

2                   Blood Drive 8:30am-2:30pm 

5              Music Ministry Rehearsal 2:45pm-3:35pm  

7                   Praying of the Rosary 7:00pm, School Chapel 
8  Solemnity, Immaculate Conception Mass @ St. Paulõs , 1:30pm 

10 Breakfast with Santa 9:00am-11:00pm 

11 ND-BG Chorus Performs at Colonie Center 3:00pm 

12 Activity Night for St. Lukeõs Real ED 6:30pm-7:30pm 

13 Bake Sale for Student Government Period 5&6 

14  Students perform Musical for St. Helenõs and  Our 
 Lady of Fatima 12:00pm-2:00pm 

16  Band make-up day 3:00-4:30pm 

19 Music Ministry Rehearsal 2:45pm-3:35pm  

21 Middle School/High School Band and Choral     
 Christmas Concert/Pageant 7:00pm, School Gym 

22 Christmas Liturgy w/Bishop Hubbard     

 @ St. Paulõs 1:15pm 

23 Half Day; Progress reports go home  

24-31 School Closed 

 

 
 
2 NO SCHOOL 
3  Classes Resume 
11 Praying of the Rosary 7:00pm, School Chapel 
12  St. Marguerite Prayer Service 8:15am, School gym 
16  NO SCHOOL-Martin Luther King Jr. Day 
22 NHS Pancake Breakfast 8:00am-12:00pm/ 
 Open House 1:00-3:00pm 
24-27 Regents Exams 
27 Second Quarter Ends; Activity Night 7:00-9:00pm 
30 Third Quarter Begins; Parent/Teacher forum 7:00pm  
28  Catholic Schools Week Begins 
31 Art Show Reception, 3:30pm-5:00pm 

NOTRE DAME ñBISHOP GIBBONS SCHOOL           

2600 Albany Street Schenectady, NY 12304  (518) 393-3131 Fax (518) 370-3817     

www.nd -bg .org  
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Christmas Liturgy @ St. Paulõs 

With Bishop Hubbard 

On Thursday, December 22nd 
our school community will be 
celebrating our Christmas Lit-
urgy with Bishop Howard J. 
Hubbard at 1:15pm @ St. Paul 

the Apostle Church (2777 Albany St. ï down and across 
the street from ND-BG).  You are welcome to join us for 
this joyful celebration with our bishop.   
 
Please call Mrs. Duff at 393-3131 X214 if you have 
any questions.  

 

 
After-School Snow Sports     

Program 
ND-BG has been invited to partici-
pate in the 2011 Schenectady Ski 
Schoolôs ñAfter-school snow pro-

gramò held at Maple Ski Ridge.  Lessons begin at 
4:30pm or 5:30pm starting Tuesday January 4th and 
run for 6 weeks.   This is an opportunity for students 
to get out in the fresh air with their school friends!    
$ 140.00 Fee includes six 1-hour lessons and the 
Twilight Area Use Ticket (3:00 PM till 9:00 PM).  
Registration forms can be found in the main office or 
printed from their website 
www.schenectadyskischool.com.   

Any questions please contact Schenectady Ski 
school at :   518-377-3730 or                                
info@schenectadyskischool.com  

Praying the Rosary  
as a Community of Faith!  

 
DATES FOR THE NEXT TWO MONTHS: 

 

Come and join us in praying the Rosary Wednesday, 

Dec. 7
th
 and  

Wednesday, Jan. 11
th
 at 7pm in our school chapel for 

our families, school, country and special intentions. 

 

If you cannot make it and have any inten-
tions you want us to pray for, please email 
me at tobin@nd-bg.org. 

 

If you have any questions please call 
Kathy Tobin at x114. 

All are welcome!  + 
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UPCOMING MUSICAL EVENTS 
 

There will be two musical events this Christ-
mas season:  a choir performance at Colonie 
Center and the traditional middle school 

pageant with instrumental students and the choir at the school. 
The Colonie Center engagement is scheduled for Sunday, Decem-
ber 11, at 3 p.m. in front of the lower level to Boscovôs Depart-
ment Store. 

 Our high school choir has 43 members and they will sing 
a variety of selections at both events.  Most of the songs are in 
three-part harmony and range in style from traditional to modern. 
Some of the selections are: Last Christmas, Believe, Go Tell It on 
the Mountain, Jolly Old Saint Nicholas, and a medley of tradition-
al carols. Brittany Lawton, Bianka Pizarro, Amanda Methe and 
Chentelle Sheffield will be featured soloists. The choir is under the 
direction of our music teacher, Mrs. Annette Heilman. 

 Our middle school students, the choir and our instru-
mental students will all be a part of an evening of music and reflec-
tion here at the school on Wednesday, December 21. 

The Middle School religion students are again presenting the en-
actment of the Nativity in a Christmas novena featuring the eighth 
graders.  The sixth and seventh grade students will do echo panto-
mimes on the Annunciation and Visitation.  Students, parents and 
guests will join in singing traditional religious carols at this event. 
The Pageant is under the direction of Mrs. Bede McGuinness, 
religion teacher, and Mrs. Kathleen Duff, our campus minister. 
Props and scenery will be created with the help of Ms. Suzanne 
Jackett, our art teacher. 

 The ND-BG Band, under the direction of Ms. Patty 
Fusco from The Paul Effman Music Service, will perform a variety 
of Christmas music including Iôll Be Home for Christmas and 
Felice Navidad.  The band is made up of middle and high school 
students. 

 Please come to see our students on these occasions.  They 
have been working very hard in preparation for these events and 
deserve the support and acknowledgement of the ND-BG commu-
nity.  We can promise you memorable moments!! 

 

 

 

 

 

Auditions will take place in December for this yearôs Spring 
Play. As has been the pattern for the last few years, the students 
will be taking part in two one-act plays. This yearôs choices are 
ñThe Old Folksô Homeò by Vern Hayden and ñInspector Detec-
tor and the Priceless Treasure.ò  Rehearsals will take place on 
alternate Wednesdays  (from 3-4PM) beginning in January cul-
minating in a full week of rehearsals from April 16-20 (3-
4:30PM). The play will be performed in the school gym at 7PM 
on Saturday, April 21 and at 2PM on Sunday, April 22. If any 
family has loved ones who attend senior citizens centers or live 
in assisted living facilities, please let them know about the plays, 
especially the April 22 matinee.  For more information, please 
contact Miss Quinn (X205). 

http://www.mapleskiridge.com
http://www.schenectadyskischool.com/


 

 

 

 

 

 
By Richard Harrigan 

 
òPutting Faith in Middle Schooló 

 
 

Whatôs coming up! 

The Notre Dame-Bishop Gibbons Christmas Concert 
and Pageant will be held this year on Thursday, Decem-
ber 21 at 7:00pm. The Pageant functions as a culminat-
ing activity for our Middle School Religion classes and 
attendance for our students is mandatory as they will 
receive a test grade for their participation. Each year 
this special program offers students, parents, faculty, 
and staff alike a reminder of what the holiday season is 
truly all about. The program will also feature perfor-
mances from our band students and school chorus. 
Please join us for this wonderful ND-BG Christmas 
tradition! 

Thank you, thank you, thank you! 

Special thanks go out to the following individuals for 
their help with designing, building, and running our 
inaugural ND-BG float in the Schenectady County 
Holiday Parade: Mrs. Duff, Mr. Pepe, Mrs. Oppelt, Mr. 
Culligan, The Berhaupt, Ciervo, and Ferrucci families, 
Mrs. Ryan, Mrs. Belcher, Mrs. Berard, and Mr. Jame-
son. Our students looked wonderful on the float as a 
part of our living nativity played by Middle School stu-
dents: Dan Jameson, Julianna Maddalone, Emma John-
son, Angelina Berhaupt, John Schickedanz, Zachery 
Squires, Kumar Sukhnandan, and Armond Chatman. 
Also walking with us were Brian Ferrucci, Colleen Fer-
rucci, Heather Culligan, and Greg Culligan. Thank you 
again to everyone. Also, plans are already underway for 
next yearôs float which weôre hoping will be even bigger 
and better! 

Parent-Teacher Forum 

The first Parent-Teacher Forum of the year was held on 
Monday, November 22 from 7:00pm-8:30pm. ND-BG 
Guidance Counselor, Mr. Tim Honsinger presented on 
our ongoing efforts to help ND-BG become a certified 
ñSchool of Characterò. Information was also shared on 
our recently completed Bullying Awareness month 
followed by a spirited discussion of issues currently 
facing the Middle School of ND-BG. The next edition 
of the MS Parent-Teacher Forum will be held on Mon-
day, January 30th 2012. 

 

 

 

Progress Reports 

Progress reports for the second academic quarter will be mailed out the 
week of Friday, December 23rd. Please make sure that your son or 
daughter continues their work during the rush of the Christmas season 
between family gatherings, winter sports, or various other activities.  

Finally, on behalf of myself and the rest of the Middle School team, 
have a Blessed Advent, Merry Christmas, and Happy New Year! We 
realize that itôs a blessing to work with your children on a daily basis 
and appreciate the sacrifices each of our families make to send their 
children to ND-BG. Thank you!  

 

Any questions or concerns can be directed to  

Mr. Harrigan at 393-3131 Ext. 100 or by e-mail:  

harriganr@nd-bg.org. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Thanks for your generosity!   Our collection of tuna for 

òConcerned for the Hungryó went into preparing over two thou-

sand nine hundred Thanksgiving Food Baskets which will feed 

more than  10,000 people this year!  

 
 
 
 
 
 

We Need Box Tops and Soup Labels!  
Miss Baseelôs office is still collecting Campbell Soup labels and 
Box Tops!  Please send them in with your student! 
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SCHOOL DELAYS/CANCELLATIONS 

If school needs to be delayed or cancelled due to weath-

er conditions, an announcement will be made on local ra-

dio stations and TV stations.  Please DO NOT call the 

school seeking information regarding delays or cancella-

tions. If school is closed due to weather conditions, all 

school activities (including sports practices) are cancelled 

for the entire day. 

 

 

 

 

 

.!¢¢[9 hC ¢I9 .L{Iht{ D!a9 
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ƛƴ ǘƘŜ .ŀǧƭŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ .ƛǎƘƻǇǎΗ  /ƻƳŜ 

ŀƴŘ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ȅƻǳǊ DƻƭŘŜƴ YƴƛƎƘǘǎΗ 

TECHNOLOGY/LIBRARY CENTER 
 

Student and Parent Access to PowerSchool: 

 

There are two methods to access PowerSchool ï student and 

parent.  If you are using the student method you can access 

PowerSchool from the link on the NDBG school website ï 

www.nd-bg.org  or by the web address - https://rcdaps.org/

public/home.html - and you must provide the Username and 

Password supplied at the bottom of your student(s)ô schedule. 

 

If you wish to access PowerSchool as a parent using the Single 

Sign On method, you need to create a Single Sign On account 

from the Create Account link on the PowerSchool log in 

screen.  In order to create the Single Sign On account you will 

need the Parent Username and Parent Password listed at the 

bottom of your student(s)ô schedule.  If a parent username or 

parent password is not listed on your student(s)ô schedule or if 

you have any questions please feel free to contact me at 

518.393.3131 x126 or by email at reuterg@nd-bg.org. 

 

Please accept my best wishes for a very Merry Christmas and a 

Happy and Joyous New Year! 

 

Grace Reuter 

Letter From Our Campus Minister 
  

My recent pilgrimage to Israel continues to 
bless me.  Scripture comes alive for people 
when they journey through the Holy Land. 
It did for me. 

  

This year as I look forward to Advent and Christmas my 
heart and imagination take me back to the footsteps of Mary 
and Joseph traveling from Nazareth to Bethlehem.  The 
Church of the Nativity in Bethlehem commemorates the 
birthplace of Jesus. It is a holy site, in a holy land, not be-
cause scholars are certain this is the exact spot where Jesus 
was born,  but because we remember and keep telling the 
dramatic Christmas narrative. 

 

Manger Square, as it is commonly known today,  is typically 
filled with diverse people from all over the globe, bearing 
witness to the Good News of Jesusô birth reaching to the 
ends of the earth. On the day I am in Bethlehem, I walk 
among countless people, many yearning to be part of the 
Christmas story they carry in their heart.  

 

There are Korean tourists singing, dancing and waving their 
national flag as they enter Manger Square.  There are Pales-
tinian Christians, although their population in the Holy 
Land is drastically decreasing due to emigration.  There are 
people shopping in stores that beckon the tourists.  There 
are people leisurely sitting on benches, some of them are 
petting dogs.  There are people eating lunch at tables in the 
courtyard of the Peace Center Restaurant.  There are Mus-
lims getting ready for noon time prayer at the mosque, 
which is situated transversely from the Church of the Nativi-
ty. Among all these people, God is dwelling. 

   

I embrace this place of Incarnation, the Word made flesh, 
with my Christian shawl of understanding beautifully woven 
during the many decades of my life.  In Manger Square, as I 
send my prayers with the wind, I imagine a world where the 
peace, hope and harmony born millennia ago are born again 
today.  Come, oh come, Emmanuel. 

 

May your home this Christmas be the birth place of our 
Lord.  And may Christmas change you for a new year of 
grace. 

 

Kathleen Duff, Campus minister 

393-3131 X214 

 

 

 
Come see our ND-BG Choir perform at  

Colonie Center on Sunday, December 11th  
@ 3pm in front of Boscovôs  
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College Financial Aid  
Please fill out the FAFSA form 
(http://www.fafsa.ed.gov) to be considered for 
college financial aid.  Forms are available Janu-
ary 1st 2012.  FAFSA on the Web edits your 
application before you transmit; ensuring that 
the data you transmit to the U.S. Department 
of Education is ready to be processed.   High 
school juniors can take advantage of our FAF-
SA4caster Web site and learn about the finan-
cial aid process, gain early awareness of aid eligi-
bility, and much more at 
http://www.fafsa4caster.ed.gov/ 
 
Guidance Web Page  
Please visit our guidance web page or see Mr. 
Honsinger for up to date information on Schol-
arships.  Parents, please send your e-mail ad-
dress on an index card if you would like to re-
ceive scholarship updates.  For more infor-
mation on scholarships, visit www.fastweb.com.  
 
College Acceptances     
Please have your son or daughter bring in their 
acceptance letters and scholarship letters to 
guidance.  We will make a copy and return the 
original.  We want to make sure that the stu-
dents are recognized for their accomplishments 
at graduation.  This includes ALL acceptances, 
not just acceptance letters to the college he or 
she will be attending. 
 
PSAT Results  
The PSAT results will be arriving soon.  All jun-
iors and sophomores will receive copies of their 
individual scores.  Please use this information 
to help assess areas of strength and weakness, 
which will aid in preparation for the SAT.  Visit 
www.collegeboard.com for more information.  

Blood Drive to 

Save Lives 

What can you accom-
plish in an hour? Well, in just one hour of your time 
you could help to save as many as three lives by donating 
blood. And now you have a chance to do just that be-
cause Notre Dame - Bishop Gibbons is sponsoring a 
blood drive on December 2nd in the library from 8:30-
2:30. Odds are, you know someone who has needed 
blood. It might have been you. Yet blood supplies in our 
area have reached dangerously low levels several times 
this year and the Red Cross is asking for your help. Your 
donation would make the lifesaving difference for a hos-
pital patient in needéa mother, a father, a brother, a 
sister, a friend. 

 

So make an appointment to donate blood at our upcom-
ing school-drive and find out what it feels like to help 
save a life. Donors must be 16 or older in order to be 
eligible to donate. Students who are 16 years old can 
donate with parental consent and students who are 17 
are eligible without parental consent forms. Parental 
consent forms (for 16 year old students) can be obtained 
from the guidance office. To make an appointment, con-
tact Mrs. Tobin at (518) 393-3131 ext. 114  

Worldõs Finest Chocolate 
 

The next school fundraiser is Worldõs Finest Choco-
late!  Please contact Miss Baseel if you DO NOT 

WANT TO PARTICIPATE or if you have any ques-
tions, 518-393-3131 ext. 107 or baseel@nd-bg.org!    

World's Finest Chocolate!  

 

NHS PANCAKE BREAKFAST 

On Sunday January 22th, 2012 (snow 
date January 28th), the ND-BG Nation-
al Honor Society will be hosting a pan-
cake breakfast.  The breakfast will be 

held in the schoolôs cafeteria. The proceeds from the 
breakfast will be used to purchase items which will be 
donated to the Northeast Regional Food bank. More 
details about the breakfast will be coming soon.  Keep 
your calendar clear and we hope to see you all there!   
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Notre DameïBishop Gibbons will hold an open house: 
Sunday January 22, 2012 1:00pm to 3:00pm. 

Do you know any parents that wrestle with the difficult 
choice about secondary school for their children? We 
would like them to be aware of what Notre Dame ï 
Bishop Gibbons School has to offer.  Please invite them 
to our January Open House. 
 

SPREAD THE WORD ABOUT HOW GREAT IT IS TO 
GO TO ND-BG! 

 

 

Our Stellar Science Extravaganza needs some communi-

ty help: 

 

§ We are looking to borrow about 40 card tables from 

anyone willing to donate them 

§ We also need a few ND-BG family members to vol-

unteer to help set up and clean up 

 

The Stellar Science Extravaganza is scheduled on Fri-

day, April 27th and Saturday April 28th 

NEWS FROM OUR ART DEPARTMENT 

¶ Congratulations to Maria Dobkowski, Treasa Koza-
kiewicz, and William Salavantis who will each have a 
piece of art on display in the Annual Martin Luther 
King Art exhibit in January at Siena College.  They 
will be honored at a reception on January 13, 2012. 

¶ In honor of Catholic Schools Week, our students will 
have art on display at the Empire State Plaza.  The 
exhibit will run from January 29th through February 
3rd. 

¶ The OVA problems are now online at the NYSATA 
website. Teams are forming.  Please note that the date 
for the Olympics of the Visual Arts has been changed 
to Wednesday, May 2, 2012. 

Please check the school website for more information.  
There still is time to join, but hurry, the teams are filling 
fast !! 

!!WANTED!!  
Parent Volunteers for After Prom Party to be held on May 4th -
Friendly teacher looking for outgoing people who are willing to travel 
in search of prize donations. Must like taking long walks finding deco-
rations for our After Prom Party. Must be a creative cook for making 
tasty treats for the kids to eat. Looking for a long-term commitment. 

-First Volunteer meeting will be held on Thursday January 19th at 
6:00PM in room 5! 

-Subsequent meetings will be held on the following Thursdays at 
6:00PM: February 16th, March 15th, April 17th and May 3rd. 

Please contact Ms. Morrison via e-mail at morrison@nd-bg.org or call 
(518)393-3131 x121 to confirm your attendance. 

Order your yearbook NOW!  

 

Go to the ND-BG web site and find the link  

They make great Christmas gifts. 

 

Get you photos in the yearbook! 

Go to http://www.images.jostens.com/ 

Us the ID: 400113139 and password: yearbook12 

COLONIE CENTER $CHOOL BUCK$ 

Hereôs how it worksé 
Bring your original cash register receipts from ANY Colonie Cen-
ter store to the Guest Services Desk (located on the lower level of 
the mall between CVS and Glennpeter Jewelers) and your school 
will receive 1 POINT for each dollar shown! 

EVERY SCHOOL HAS A CHANCE TO BE A WIN-
NER! 

Cash prizes will be awarded to the winning schools at the end of 
the program: 

1st Place:   $8,000  2nd Place:   $4,000 

3rd Place:   $2,000 
4th Place - 8th Place:  $1,000 each 

9th Place - 10th Place: $500 each 

http://www.images.jostens.com/


 

 

 
 

From Our Fami-

ly to Yours ñ

Wishing you a 

Blessed  

Holiday  

Season!!  


